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St John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 
520 W Chestnut St, Lake City, MN  55041 

651-345-3523 (church)      651-345-4092 (school) 

www.StJohnsLakeCity.com 

office@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

 

 

The Great Day of Pentecost 
The Coming of the Holy Spirit 

31 May 2020      9:00 A.M. 

 

Welcome!  We’re glad you’re here at our virtual worship 

service!  We’re a group of people from all different 

backgrounds who love to learn about what God has done for 

us.  You and everyone are welcome to learn about God with 

the people of St. John’s  and find helpful guidance for your 

life.  Feel free to bring us your questions, or your feedback so 

we can improve.  Or ask how to be part of a group 

conversation about faith in Jesus. 

   We would love to stay in contact with you.  Let us know 

how you want to be contacted: email us so we can use your 

email address to send pertinent info as often as you want, or 

call us with your phone number so we can call, or mail us your 

mailing address.  God bless your week.  Hear God’s Word 

with us again! 

 
Pre-Worship Pondering:   —Vanantius Fortunatus & Mark Jeske 

Hail thee, festival day!  Blest day to be hallowed forever, 
Day when the Holy Ghost   shone in the world with His grace. 

Lo, in the likeness of fire,    on those who await His appearing 
He whom the Lord had foretold    suddenly swiftly descends. 
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Forth from the Father He comes    with heavenly wisdom and courage, 

Pouring upon the new church    pow’r to proclaim and baptize. 

Hear how in myriad tongues    Christ’s own, His chosen apostles, 
Preach to the ends of the earth    Christ and His wonderful works. 

See the communion of saints    increase through the Gospel of Jesus. 
Praise to the Spirit of life;    praise to the Spirit of pow’r. 

Hail thee, festival day!  Blest day to be hallowed forever, 
Day when the Holy Ghost   Shone in the world with His grace. 

 

The Lord Serves His People 
 

Worship Theme Come, Holy Spirit, Renew Us thru the Gospel 

Receive Us, Lord 

Opening Hymn #229 

 
Invocation & Worship Dialog 
Pastor: In the name of the one true God—Father, Son  and Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen!  He is the One we worship.  The Spirit 

enlightens and brings us life! 

P: “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” says the LORD 

Almighty. 
C: John the Baptist said, “I baptize you with water…  But the 

One who is coming after me is mightier than I. …  He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

P: The Spirit searches out everything, even the deep things of God. … 

We have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 

from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 

C: Those without the Spirit do not accept what comes from 

the Spirit of God, because it is foolishness to them.  They 

cannot understand it, because people must have the Spirit 

to fathom it fully. 
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♫♪ Congregation sings (tune: CW183) 

Holy Spirit, Love divine, cleanse this guilty heart of mine; 
In Your mercy pity me, from sin’s bondage set me free. 

P: God’s Word is not ‘words taught by human wisdom,’ but ‘words 

taught by the Spirit,’ expressing spiritual truths in spiritual terms—

truths such as these: 

C: There is no one righteous, not even one.  All have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God. 
P: The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

C: There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus, because in Christ, the Spirit of life has set us free 

from sin and death. 
P: What the law is powerless to do in that it is weakened by our sinful 

flesh, God has accomplished by sending His own Son in the likeness of 
sinful mankind.  God sent Him to be a sacrifice for sin  and condemned 

sin in His flesh.  Those who live according to the flesh have their minds 

set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with 

the Spirit, have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 

C: We who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God, 

for we have received the Spirit, and by Him we cry, 

“Abba, Father.” 

P: If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to 

Christ. 

C: No one speaking by the Spirit of God will say, “Jesus be 

cursed,” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the 

Holy Spirit. 

P: I pray that out of the wealth of His glory the Father may strengthen 

you with power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ 

may dwell in your heart through faith. 

C: Rooted and established in love, may we have power to 

grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 

Christ.  Then we will know how much Christ loves us, and 

we will be filled with God’s full measure. 
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♫♪ Congregation sings (tune: CW183) 

Holy Spirit, Light divine, shine upon this heart of mine; 

Chase the gloom of night away; turn the darkness into day. 

 

Feed Us, Lord 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Holy Spirit, God and Lord, on this day long ago You started the 

Holy Christian Church by changing the hearts of the people who 

heard the Word You spoke through Peter.  Thank You for changing 

our hearts through this same Word.  Keep working in us through the 

Word so that we may grow up in faith and become mature in Christ. 

C: We pray in the name of this same Jesus, who lives and rules 

with You and the Father, one God now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Old Testament Lesson Joel 2:28-29 
28And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your 

sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream 

dreams, your young men will see visions. 29Even on my 

servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in 

those days. 

 
Psalm of the Day  Psalm 51b  (p. 87 in the hymnal) 

 
Second Lesson Acts 2:1-21 
1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in 

one place. 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent 

wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they 

were sitting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 

separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them were 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues 

as the Spirit enabled them. 5Now there were staying in 

Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 
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6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 

bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his 

own language. 7Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these 

men who are speaking Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of 

us hears them in his own native language? 9Parthians, Medes 

and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 

and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11(both 

Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear 

them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 
12Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does 

this mean?” 13Some, however, made fun of them and said, 

“They have had too much wine.” 14Then Peter stood up with 

the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow 

Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this 

to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15These men are not 

drunk, as you suppose.  It’s only nine in the morning! 16No, 

this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17‘In the last days, 

God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your sons 

and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, 

your old men will dream dreams. 18Even on my servants, both 

men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and 

they will prophesy. 19I will show wonders in the heaven above 

and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of 

smoke. 20The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to 

blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the 

Lord. 21And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will 

be saved.’” 

♫♪ Congregation sings (tune: CW183) 

Holy Spirit, Pow’r divine, dwell within this heart of mine; 

Cast down ev’ry idol throne; reign supreme and reign alone. 
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Verse of the Day 
P: Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your people, 

in whom You work faithfulness, and kindle in them the fire of Your 

love.  Alleluia! 

 

Gospel John 16:5-11 
5Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks 

me, “Where are you going?” 6Because I have said these 

things, you are filled with grief.  7But I tell you the truth: It is 

for your good that I am going away.  Unless I go away, the 

Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to 

you. 8When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in 

regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 9in regard to 

sin, because men do not believe in me; 10in regard to 

righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you 

can see me no longer; 11and in regard to judgment, because the 

prince of this world now stands condemned. 

♫♪ Congregation sings (tune: CW183) 

See, to You I give my heart; cleanse my life in ev’ry part; 

Your own temple I would be now and for eternity. 
 

The Catechism Third Article of Creed 
P:   The Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed 

C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
P:   What does this mean?                                            [Luther’s Explanation] 

C:  I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing 

believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him.  But the 

Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me 

with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.  In 

the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies 

the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with 
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Jesus Christ in the one true faith.  In this Christian Church 

He daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all believers.  

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead and give 

eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.  This is most 

certainly true. 

 
Hymn of the Day LAPPY p. 36 

 

Sermon (based on the Gospel Lesson) 

Let’s Ditch the Apathy.  Jesus Sent Us the Spirit! 

 
Hymn Response #177 

 

Thank You, Lord 
 

Thank Offering 

 

Prayers of the Church 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  Hallowed be Thy name,   Thy 

kingdom come,  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us,  And lead us not 

into temptation,   But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 
P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  The LORD make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious unto you.  The LORD look upon you with 

favor and grant you peace.  [Numbers 6:24-26] 

C: Amen.  The LORD gives strength to His people; the LORD 

blesses His people with peace. [Psalm 29:11] 
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Closing Hymn Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart 

 

 

 
 

Acknowledgements 
The Worship Dialog on pages 2-4 is an amalgamation of several translations including NIV, 

NET, HCSB, NCV, ADV.  The Worship Dialog is intended to bring out various truths from 

the Bible about the Holy Spirit and His work in a worship setting, based on these passages: 

Matthew 28:19; Ephesians 1:17-18; Job 33:4; John 6:63; Zechariah 4:6; Matthew 3:11;         

1 Corinthians 2:10-14; Romans 3:10b,23; Romans 6:23; Romans 8:1,3,5,9,14,15;                   

1 Corinthians 12:3; Ephesians 3:16-19. 

“Hail, Thee, Festival Day,” text of stanzas 1,3 from the English Hymnal, © Oxford University 

Press, text of stanzas 2,4 by Mark Jeske, © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  Reprinted 

under OneLicense.net #A-710356. 

“Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart,” text: George Croly, alt, music: Frederick C. Atkinson; 

in the public domain. 

Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION.  Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984 International Bible Society.  Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers. 

 

 
Memory Verse of the Month Titus 3:5 

God saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, 

but because of his mercy.  He saved us through the washing 

of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 
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Pentecost 
   You can think of The Great Day of Pentecost as the birthday of 

the Christian Church.  Jesus, recently risen and ascended, poured 

out the Holy Spirit on His followers, keeping His promise to 

send “the Comforter.”  The Holy Spirit filled the disciples in a 

special way, helping them to understand clearly the prophecies 

of the Old Testament and the significance of Jesus’ birth, life, 

death, resurrection, and ascension.  The Holy Spirit also 

equipped them to witness God’s Word to the world, as initially 

seen by their ability to speak in the languages of all who were in 

Jerusalem for the Jewish Festival, known as the Feast of Weeks. 

   Yes, Pentecost was first a Jewish festival.  It was always 50 

days after Passover.  Grain harvest began just after Passover 

(which happened to fall on Easter Sunday in the year Jesus died 

and rose): the firstfruits of grain were brought in as an offering 

to the Lord.  Jesus is referred to as “the firstfruits of them who 

have fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20), meaning we too will 

rise from death like a harvest of souls for God.  Fifty days after 

the firstfruits were brought in, the Jews celebrated the end of 

harvest with the Feast of Weeks (7 weeks times 7 days = 49, and 

add one day to make 50).  The Jews associated the Feast of 

Weeks with the founding of their nation through the giving of 

the Law at Mt. Sinai.  The early Christians saw the Holy Spirit’s 

actions on Pentecost as founding the successor organization, the 

Holy Christian Church. 

 
Symbolism   We put red (think ‘joy, celebration’) paraments on 

the pulpit, the lectern, the pastor, and the altar to remind us of 

the ‘tongues of fire’ which came to rest on Jesus’ disciples that 

first Pentecost.  In some churches they used to drop red rose 

petals from the rafters as a reminder and symbol of the ‘tongues 

of fire.’  Fire was often used by God in the Bible as a symbol of 

His presence: think of Moses and the burning bush, the pillar of 



Page 10 

fire which guarded the Israelites in the desert at night, the 

lampstands in Revelation.  Fire can used to purify or to punish. 

   On Pentecost the sound of a mighty rushing wind was heard.  

In both Greek and Hebrew, the word for “Spirit” is the same as 

the word for “wind” and “breath.”  Sometimes churches will use 

trumpets during worship on Pentecost to remind the people of 

the mighty rushing wind. 

   The Holy Spirit wasn’t seen on Pentecost, as He was at Jesus’ 

baptism where He revealed Himself in the form of a dove.  

Churches have often shown a picture of a dove on Pentecost or 

brought in a real dove as a reminder of the Holy Spirit. 

   How appropriate that Confirmation is often held on Pentecost, 

since the Holy Spirit brought us to faith through Holy Baptism 

or the Word, strengthened (confirmed) our faith through the 

Word, and helps us make and keep the promise to be faithful to 

God all our lives through the Word.  The Holy Spirit caused 

God’s Word to be written down. 

   Sometimes the Holy Spirit is referred to as “the Paraclete,” 

especially in some of our hymns.  This word comes right from 

the Greek word for “to encourage,” or “to comfort.”  Paraclete 

means “Comforter” or “encouraging Counselor.” 

 

Announcements 
 

BIRTHDAYS this week are; Kari Brinkman, Marcus Huneke, 
Adrienne Gerst, Al Holtan, and Janet Wise.  Please send 
corrections and additions to the office Monday - Friday, 8 am - 3 
pm at 345-3523 or email office@stjohnslakecity.com. 
 

HAPPY HELPERS!   Volunteers are needed to scrape, prime and 
paint the outside of the windows of the church offices and the 
school.  If interested, contact Gene Moyer at 651-983-0611. 

 

mailto:offcie@stjohnslakecity.com
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SERVING THE LORD AND US 
May 31, 2020 

 

Preacher: Pastor Nathan Cordes   651-448-3559    KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

Organist: Bob Wolff 
Audiovisual Techs: Chris Fischer, Kristi Gross 
Flower Committee for May:  Judy Lortscher and Lois Brinkman 
Our LES Teachers:  
 Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8  Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. PK 
 Mrs. Denise Steffenhagen, Gr. K Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK 
 Mrs. Erin Achey, Gr. 1-2 Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5 
 

 

Some of the Ways We Responded to Jesus’ Love 

Attendance last week 
Sunday Morning Worship–God knows 

Sunday Bible Class – 0   Men’s Bible Class – 0 
G.R.O.W – 0     W.E.B.S. – 0  

Memorial – Ruth Nibbe; General Memorial $10 
Larry Klindworth; General Memorial $25 

We thank the Lord for moving us to give generously for the spread of God’s Word! 
Monthly financial reports are available on the information desk 

or by email or U.S. Mail. 

 

RETIREMENT GIFT   After teaching Kindergarten at St. John’s 
for seven years and teaching in our WELS Lutheran Elementary 
Schools for 25 years, Denise Steffenhagen is retiring from the full-
time public ministry of the gospel.  We’d like to send her off with a 
nice appreciation.  Our Administrative Board is encouraging 
members of St. John’s to send cards and/or gifts of money to the 
church: 520 W Chestnut St, Lake City, MN 55041.  Cards will be 
placed in a basket and delivered to Mrs. Steffenhagen.  Make 
checks payable to St. John’s.  It’s ok to include your check inside 
your card because we’ll open all envelopes so we can process the 
gifts.  If you prefer to give a gift of cash, please drop it off at the 
church office—don’t mail cash.  But be sure your cash gift is 
labeled as “gift for Denise Steffenhagen.” 
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Opportunities for Learning and Spending Time Together Virtually 
May 31, 2020 – June 7, 2020 

Sunday– Last Sunday Offering 
  9:00 AM   Live-stream of our 

service on YouTube 
10:30 AM   Rebroadcast of 9 AM 

service on local cable 
Channel 18 

 

Monday 
 

Tuesday  
  7:00 PM   Board of Elders 
 

Wednesday  
  7:00 PM   Rebroadcast of Sunday’s 

service on channel 18 

Thursday 
 

Friday  
 

Saturday  
 

Sunday – Trinity Sunday 
  9:00 AM   Live-stream of our 

service on YouTube 
10:30 AM   Rebroadcast of 9 AM 

service on local cable 
Channel 18 

 

RESUMING WORSHIP   Our St. John’s leaders have been 
working on a plan for resuming worship.  There were many 
sources to consult, so the plan has been updated a number of 
times.  We were on track to resume in-person worship in mid-
June.  Then our Governor surprised us last week by permitting 
worship gatherings as of last Wednesday.  The Elders moved up 
their meeting to finalize work on the plan.  Now the plan is in 
the hands of our Administrative Board.  Once we have their 
approval, the plan will be molded into a letter and sent to all St. 
John’s members.  There needs to be adequate time for 
questions and answers, for materials to be printed and posted, 
and for members to obtain a mask.  The content of our services 
won’t change—we will gather around God’s unchanging Word.  
We’ll use familiar liturgies and hymns.  But reserving a place to 
sit, getting in and out of the worship area in an orderly way 
while keeping six feet apart, making room for everyone who is 
ready to come back, worshiping with masks on—wow, lots of 
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changes to get used to!  We want to gather to glorify God, and 
we want to keep each other safe.  We’re aiming for the middle 
path between extremes.   
 

DID YOU KNOW   that you can receive a daily devotion by 
email?  Go to www.WELS.net, scroll down to “Daily Devotion” on the 
right side.  Then you have options: subscribe, read archived 
devotions, have the devotion read to you, read a portion of the Bible, 
download the mobile app, check out “What about Jesus.com.” 
 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP   On our YouTube channel you can find 
worship videos to watch from March 15 through the present.  
Actually anyone can.  We are aware of people in Arizona, California, 
and Massachusetts watching our worship videos.  Find our YouTube 
channel through our website www.StJohnsLakeCity.com, or by 
navigating to YouTube on your electronic device or smartTV, and 
searching for “St. John’s Lutheran Church Lake City MN.” 
 

DEVOTION VIDEOS   Pastor Collin Vanderhoof of Pilgrim 
Lutheran (WELS) in Menomonee Falls, WI, has created some great 
video devotions on God’s Word for people to watch during this time 
of distress.  Each video is less than two minutes long.  Find the links 
to these videos on our website.  Let others know. 
 
 

NINE WAYS   St. John’s has partnered with 1200+ other 
churches in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) in 
order to advance Christ’s kingdom in ways that would be 
difficult for us to accomplish on our own.  This is why we put 
offerings into our “missions” envelopes.  Year after year our 
Congregation Mission Offerings are the main source for funding 
our joint ministry of spreading Christ’s love into all the world.  
Here are some ways that our CMO is a blessing for our joint 
ministry with our sister churches. 
 

http://www.wels.net/
http://www.stjohnslakecity.com/
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6 of 9   Publishing Gospel Resources:  Our Northwestern 
Publishing House produces literature that is faithful to God’s 
Word, including Bible studies for all ages, commentaries, 
devotions, and Sunday school materials.  Our WELS Multi-
Language Publications translates resources into 52 different 
languages for use in our mission fields.  St. John’s has ordered 
some of these materials to share the gospel with people here in 
Lake City who know their home language better than English. 
 

7 of 9   Serving Congregations: Our WELS Congregational 
Services provides resources and support for congregations and 
Lutheran schools in the areas of education, discipleship, 
worship, evangelism, and special ministries.  These can help 
healthy congregations become better, or help struggling 
congregations do well. 
 

8 of 9   Assisting Sister Synods: Our WELS commission on Inter-
Church Relations establishes, preserves, and strengthens the 
bond of confessional fellowship with church bodies that are 
united with our congregations in the Bible’s doctrines and how 
to practice them.  WELS is part of the Confessional Evangelical 
Lutheran Conference comprised of 34 member church bodies 
worldwide who are in agreement. 
 

9 of 9   Supporting Gospel Endeavors:  Our efforts to train 
workers and proclaim the gospel are supported through WELS 
Technology, Financial Services, and Communication Services 
(which produces WELS Connection, WELS Together, Forward in 
Christ magazine, etc.).  Our Ministry of Christian Giving 
encourages members to excel in the grace of giving and assists 
them when they want to give extra gifts to support the gospel 
ministry of their congregations, or our synod, or our WELS-
affiliated agencies such as Christian Life Resources or St Croix 



Page 15 

Lutheran High School.  Our WELS Foundation provides giving 
instruments that individuals can use to support the Lord’s work 
both now and after they have gone to heaven.  The Foundation 
also manages endowments for St. John’s and our sister 
churches.  WELS Investment Funds provides cost-effective, 
professionally managed portfolios to WELS ministries for their 
endowments, scholarships, and other long-term ministry 
efforts.  Our WELS Church Extension Fund (CEF) provides grants 
and low-interest loans to mission congregations that are 
purchasing land and building their worship facilities.  Individuals 
can loan dollars to CEF at competitive rates for six months to 
five years. 
 

If we and our sister churches were to give more Congregational 
Mission Offerings than we currently commit each year, our 
WELS leaders are ready to put our gifts to work in these areas: 
 

a) Reach into several new countries like Bangladesh to help the 
Rohingya refugees know Jesus better. 
b) Start additional new mission congregations within the U.S. 
c) Drive down student educational debt for MLC graduates so 
they can afford to serve as our teachers, staff ministers, and 
pastors. 
d) Pay a congregational counselor to consult with any churches 
who are struggling in their ministry.  When we help our sister 
churches be strong in the Lord, there are more sister churches 
to help reach out with the gospel to those who need to know 
Jesus better. 
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Closing Hymn Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart 

1. Spirit of God, descend upon my heart: 

   wean it from earth, through all its pulses move. 

Stoop to my weakness, mighty as You are, 

   and make me love You as I ought to love. 

2. Have You not bid me love You, Savior King, 

   with all I have: soul, heart and strength and mind? 

I see Your cross: there teach my heart to cling. 

   Move me to seek You, Lord, and let me find. 

3. Teach me to feel that You are always near; 

   teach me the struggles of the soul to bear: 

To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh; 

   teach me the patience of “un-answered” prayer. 

4. Lead me to love You as Your angels love, 

   one holy passion filling all my frame, 

Begun in baptism by descended Dove— 

   my heart an altar and Your love the flame. 

 


